
References
[1] Statista (2021): CO2-Ausstoß weltweit nach Ländern 2019 | Statista, retrieved from https://de.statista.com/statistik/daten/studie/179260/umfrage/die-zehn-groessten-c02-emittenten-weltweit/, date of access 17.05.2021.

[2] Interaktive Zeittafel Übersicht über die Klimaverhandlungen, retrieved from https://www.europarl.europa.eu/infographic/climate-negotiations-timeline/index_de.html#event-2010, date of access 24.06.2021. 
[3] Paris Agreement, retrieved from https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/english_paris_agreement.pdf, date of access 21.06.2021.

[4] Climate Action Tracker, Country Assessments September 2020, retrieved from http://climateactiontracker.org, date of access 23.06.2021.
[5] Bush kills global warming treaty, retrived from https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2001/mar/29/globalwarming.usnews, date of access 24.06.2021.

[6] The United States of America Nationally Determined Contribution, retrived from https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/PublishedDocuments/United%20States%20of%20America%20First/United%20States%20NDC%20April%2021%202021%20Final.pdf, date of access 24.06.2021
[7] China will CO₂-Emissionen auf null reduzieren, retrived from https://www.klimareporter.de/international/china-will-co2-emissionen-auf-null-reduzieren, date of access 24.06.2021.

Image references: China, retrived from https://www.stepmap.de/karte/china-CWEi4faKFD, date of access 24.06.2021.
USA, retrived from https://www.stepmap.de/landkarte/usa-umriss-qlfQVU4ayS-i, date of access 24.06.2021.

biofuel, retrived from https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/biofuel-gas-station-icon-alternative-vector-28494038, date of access 24.06.2021.

Conclusion
Looking at the history of climate targets in both countries, it is clear that greenhouse gas emission reduction have become increasingly important. In context of international climate conferences, 
both nations have come under increasing pressure to act. This can be seen in the fact that the climate target formulations in international agreements have become more concrete and ambitious 

over time. Both nations have recognized their role in the global problem of climate change and are working in the same direction to reduce their emissions.

USA

This projection of 2020 (figure 2) shows that china fulfilled their 2020 target with
or without the covid pandemic. It is estimated that china will fulfill their 2030
target with or without the pandemic. [4]
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Introduction
The United States of America and the People’s Republic of China are the two largest CO2 emitters in the world [1]. During the last decades these two countries have undergone 

a different development as economies. In this contribution we take a closer look at the development of climate targets in the different political systems of USA and China. 
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Figure 1: Estimated greenhouse gases in different szenarios up to 2030 for USA [4].
This projection of 2020 (figure 1) shows that USA fulfilled their 2020 targets, due to
the corona pandemic (green line). The red line shows the development of emissions
without the influence of the pandemic, in this case USA would not have met their
targets. It is estimated that they wont fulfil their 2025 target [4].
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1997
Kyoto Protocol  

goal: cut greenhouse-gas emissions to at least 
5% below 1990 levels in developed countries [2]

2009
Copenhagen Accord

first time both nations formulated
explicit targets [2]

2016
Paris Agreement 

goal: limit global warming below 1.5 -2 °C
requires national targets of each country [3]
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Figure 2: Estimated greenhouse gases in different szenarios up to 2030 for China [4].


