
Climate change mitigation
with waterbuffalos

Paludiculture is a method of wet
management of peatlands with
peat conservation or peat
formation. (3)

In a federal state rich in peatlands
such as Mecklenburg-Western
Pomerania, drained peatlands are
the largest single source of
greenhouse gases. (1).

"Peatlands occupy only
3% of the world's land
area, but contain twice as
much carbon in their
peat [...] as the total
biomass of all the
world's forests." (Joosten 2009).

„In every [re-wetting]
scenario the site emissions
[on buffalo pastures] are
lower compared to
management procedures on
drained grassland.“ (Kaiser et al., 2021)

The wetter the grasland, the lower
the emissions.

1. Emissions
Peatlands and Livestock

“Buffalo grazing […]
combines positive
effects of ecological
stock management with
economically viable meat
production, assuming an
effective grazing and
herd management.” ( vgl. Sweers,
Kanswohl & Müller, 2013)

2. Mitigation
Waterbuffalo grazing

3. Implementation
Climate Farming
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I need recognition
 for this and require economic

incentives that make it
attractive to shift to

paludiculture and make it
economically viable for my

farm (4).

In 2022, around 38.6 million t
CO2-equivalent GHG emissions
were attributable to direct livestock
farming alone (2).

Husbandry conditions of Water
buffalos: Advantages and
Challenges for farmers.

Mire climate farmers

EU Funding Framework
Currently, EU agricultural policy is
perverted with respect to peatlands:
Direct payments incentivize
drainage-based intensive land use
rather than restoration.
Water buffalo are a wet land use
option that is already subsidized,
unlike other paludiculture (5).

Emissions from peatlands in
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania

Water levels and climatic effect
on peat consumption or peat
conservation in used peatlands

I provide climate
protection services by cultivating
my wet peatlands with i.e. water

buffalos, because like that I
reduce greenhouse gas

emissions (4).

https://www.greifswaldmoor.de/files/dokumente/Infopapiere_Briefings/202305_Faktenpapier%20
Emissionen%20Bundesl%C3%A4nder_final%20_korr.pdf, updated on 7/12/2023, checked on 7/12/2023.

https://www.greifswaldmoor.de/files/dokumente/GMC%20Schriften/2022-05_Nordt%20et%20al_Paludikultur%20Leitfaden.pdf, updated on 7/12/2023, checked on 7/12/2023.

https://www.greifswaldmoor.de/files/dokumente/Informationsmaterial/non-tiny-pic/

Moor-Grafiken_englisch_GMC3.jpg, , updated on 7/12/2023, checked on 7/12/2023.

https://www.sueddeutsche.de/panorama/australien-wasserbueffel-klima-1.5757105
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