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the Rise and Fall?
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Classic

The Classic Maya were an ancient Mesoamerican civilization that flourished between approximately 250 AD 

and 950 AD in regions that now include southeastern Mexico, Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, and El 

Salvador[1,2]. Renowned for their sophisticated writing system, monumental architecture, and advanced 

knowledge of astronomy and mathematics, the Classic Maya built impressive city-states with grand pyramids, 

palaces, and plazas. They developed a complex society with a rich cultural heritage, including art, mythology, 

and a detailed calendar system[2]. This advanced civilization experienced significant growth before 

undergoing dramatic changes, eventually leading to migration from the southern lowlands to the northern 

lowlands[3,4]. This poster presents an overview of this climate change hypothesis.

The decline of the Classic Maya Civilisation in the Southern Lowlands was influenced by many factors,  

including droughts. However, it is unlikely that climate change alone caused their challenges [3,7].

The Maya did not disappear; they adapted and thrived in a transformed state during the Postclassic period in 

the Northern Lowlands[3]. This raises the question: Was the "collapse" of the Classic Maya a failure or a 

successful adaptation? The truth is likely somewhere in between.
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Warfare intensified due to ongoing 

conflicts between various Maya leaders 

and regions[3]. Over time, the scale of 

war increased, becoming more brutal and demanding substantial 

resources for reconstructing damaged buildings and infrastructure[6].

Deforestation for agricultural purposes was carried out to meet the highly 

concentrated demand for food supplies caused by growing populations, 

displacement and forced migration to major cities like Tikal due to wars [3,5,7].

Droughts led to arid soils, soil degradation and erosion. Large 

Deforestation led to reduced rainfall; Adverse climate conditions 

further amplified the negative effects of widespread 

deforestation[5,6,7].

Big cities with large populations,

no centralized political power[5]

Agricultural development 

and sophisticated water 

canals[3]

Steadily growing population[5]

After the devastating droughts the Classic Maya 

were unable to sustain such a large population, 

leading to the abandonment of major cities and 

the end of the Classic Maya period. The cultural 

center of the Maya shifted to the northern 

lowlands, where cities like Mayapan and Chichen 

Itza began to grow and gain power, marking the 

beginning of the Postclassic Maya culture[3,4].Collapse?

Advantageous climatic 

conditions[5]
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