
Conclusion [1,7]

• Climate change risks and the socioeconomic challenges 
faced by the Inuit are mutually reinforcing and have a 
significant impact on their well-being 

• Constraints such as knowledge decline, limited financial 
resources, infrastructure deficits and geographic 
specificities require holistic strategies:

• Prioritize community-led initiatives and collaboration 
between Inuit communities, government agencies and 
international organizations to ensure a sustainable 
development

• Support for adaptation will inevitably require financial 
resources
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Climate Change[1]

• Temperature in the Arctic is rising twice as fast as globally
• Summer sea ice is disappearing, permafrost is thawing, and extreme 

weather conditions are increasing
• First Nation people, whose livelihoods and cultural well-being depend 

heavily on the natural environment, are particularly affected

Canadian Inuit[1,2]

• The Canadian Arctic comprises four Inuit regions covering 31% of the land 
mass and is home to around 50,000 Inuit people 

• The way in which climate change is experienced and reacted to is strongly 
influenced by socioeconmic challenges, such as limited access to health 
services and education, high unemployment and low-quality housing 

• First Nation people have been adapting to environmental changes and 
passing on knowledge orally for thousands of years, but where are the 
limits of this resilience? 

Environmental Impacts & 
Implications[3,4]

Adaptive Strategies[5,6]

Sea ice dynamics
• Changing conditions during freeze-up and melt 

make travel and hunting unsafe
• Avoidance of snow covered areas

Weather conditions
• More frequent extreme weather events disrupt 

traditional hunting and fishing
• Accelerated coastal erosion

• Use of weather forecast
• Taking extra supplies 
• New eqipment  taking along, eg. sattelite phones 

and/or GPS

Temperature
• Rapid Arctic warming alters vegetation, affecting 

food sources
• Snow cover changes threaten long-term drinking 

water supplies
• Permafrost thaw causes slumps and landslides, 

harming fish habitats and damaging infrastructure

• Food sharing and change in diet

Animals 
• Changes in migration patterns, declining health, 

and population decreases
• Change species harvested

Temperature is the 
most important factor 
for Arctic ecosystems
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