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It's all about the climate...?

Why do societies change?
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How to assess ancient societies?? How to reconstruct past climate? ®*
o Consider various internal and external drivers in societies by e Use natural proxy data. This can be tree rings, corals, fossils,
suitable method & discipline (see figure® below). lake sediments, ice and peat cores.
¢ Rise awareness of history and one's own perspective. e Analyse, depending on source and method, for differences in
‘Western’ research took part in exploitation of many peoples iIsotopes or chemistry, pollen assemblages, growth rates and
and cultures in colonial times. thickness of layers.
e Evaluate ancient _s.ociet.ies in a respectful man_ne_r. \N'\th fri en e Apply human documents, e.g. old cook books, for
Don’t use labels like ‘failed’ or ‘successful societies’ > d/J, additional information on ancient climate conditions.
e Question how we portray both the people of past é}\ () e But have in mind: proxies only approximate
societies and those S S parameters of past
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archaeology, anthropology, history, economy N biology, geography, geology, genetics, climatology
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History of Climate and Society (HCS)
recently synthesized field of research
reconstructing earth’s climate change and climate anomalies in relation to human societies
iInvestigating cause-effect-relations between climate and human activities
modelling past and future living conditions for societies

Conclusions ‘**

e Ourfindings about ancient societies' developement are depending on the applied method and scientific discipline.
e Climate change is rarely the only driver of change in societies.

» Differentiation between local, regional or global climate change is important.

» The stories of ancient societies are depending on our framing and our perspective today.
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