
Who were they?

Population began to aggregate into Great Houses
with 100s of rooms as a method of preservation ⁵ ⁶ 
Intensified agriculture methods ⁵
Sustained relationships with groups who were
nearby, and experienced more precipitation, in
order to trade for food ⁵ 

Adapted until it didn’t work
anymore

Most migration settlements abandoned by 1150, all by 1300 ⁷
Oral histories and traditions suggest a southward move, where they
integrated with existing societies ¹ ⁵
Suggested North and Eastern moves, based on trade relationships
and climatic draws, but archaeological record falls short ⁶

Most moved on and integrated
elsewhere

Population aggregation let to
disease transfer and aggression ⁶ 
Evidence of cannibalism and
violence ¹ 
Some perished before migration or
in transit to new settlement⁶ 

Some perished

Let’s look at some drivers of change...

Did culture play a role? Was it their own fault?What was climate change’s role?

A long negative Pacific
Decadal Oscillation phase,
resulted in an extended
loss of summer monsoon
and increase in overall
dryness ⁷

Warmer and wetter
conditions increased the
land’s carrying capacity, the
civilization grew ⁶

How did the society respond?

Import of goods ¹⁰; mutual supply within
the society 
     complex and interdependent society
might have reguired a certain minimum
population size to maintain its structure ³

Migration could be linked to
astronomical events 
     total solar eclipse in 1097 CE was
understood as a warning ⁴

 Further research is needed:
Fate of the Ancestral Puebloans is highly

debated in the scientific community 

Likely it was a combination of factors led to the

abandonment of their settlements 

Greater social and cultural perspective in

research is needed to better understand the

migration

Conflicts due to spiritual beliefs
     led to a regional shift of the
ceremonial center ¹¹

Soil erosion
Changed hydraulic behavior
Higher solar radiation on soil

750 CE, began
occupying four corners
region ¹ 

Agricultural
society, 80% of
food from maize ²

Adapted to arid
environment
through food
storage ³

At it’s peak,
society numbered
in the 10,000s ⁵

Built impressively tall mud
and wood structures with
100s of rooms ⁴

Mid-1100s,
mass
migration
began ⁶

Sites
abandoned
by 1300 CE ⁷ 

Why the
mysterious
move

Dry  

References

 Changes in social structures and various spiritual reasons
led to instability  

Increased evaporation
losses ⁹

Drier climatic conditions meant that the land could no
longer support the population

The Palmer Drought
Severity Index (PDSI)
reconstructs the dryness of
the area using tree ring and
stalagmite proxies ⁶  ⁸
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Continuous deforestation
of juniper and pinyon pine

Used wood as fuel and
building material

Developed irrigation
ditches for farming

Ditches became deeper,
which led to increased
drainage

Sinking of the water level
below field level

Made irrigation
impossible without
pumps ⁵

Severely depleted forests and lowered groundwater level
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The Ancestral Puebloans experienced many changes and responded in various ways. They seem to have persisted by
transformation and adptation. They likely integrated into different societies elsewhere. But for sure - we do not know


