(1,2,3,4)

Historical and Climatical Context

e Norse society in Greenland from the end of the 10th century until the end of
the 15th century

e Two Norse settlements in southern Greenland, populated from Iceland

e Slow decrease of mean annual temperature until the 14th century
e Prolonged cold period from mid-14th century to the 15th century
e Western settlement deserted in the 14th century, eastern settlement deserted

in the 15th century

What contributed to the Disappearance?

2,4)

Climate Change“’

e Overuse of grazing grounds and soil degradation/erosion
e Sea ice impacting hunting and trade routes

e Change to a marine diet

e Subsistence crisis

Economic Marginalization“’z)
e European commercial revolution and competition with African ivory
e Two-pronged economic approach
o Hunting and fishing
o Domestic animal products
Problem of meeting labour requirements

5)

Adaptations“’

e Monitoring of livestock

e Management tools e.g. grazing rights

e Sustainable exploitation

e Corrective measures to conserve declining resources

e Adaptations became insufficient as climate change progressed

2, 4)

Relationships“’

e Thule (Inuit hunting parties) approaching
o Potential conflict

e Settling in/near Norse hunting grounds
e Trade relations with Europe diminished over time
 Norse kept in close contact with Nordic cultural orbit in Iceland
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Conclusion

There was no abrupt end to the Norse society in Greenland, but rather a gradual population decline due to slowly worsening conditions caused by a

complexity of interdependent factors.

But a question remains - Where did they go?




