Case Study Bangladesh, Khulna District
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Bangladesh is affected by many climate-induced hazards, e.g. inundation or river bank
erosion. Displacement or Involuntary migration was shown to occur after tropical
cyclone events in low-lying coastal areas, such as the Khulna District. In May 2009, the
cyclone Aila hit the coast with 120km/h speed. Around two million people had to move,
~243.000 houses were completely damaged and huge farmland areas were lost.
Especially those people living near rivers and in low-lying coastal areas with a natural-
resource dependent lifestyle, and those having been affected already by the cyclone
Sidr 1,5 years before, were strongly affected.

Households with more available resources can plan their migration and have a
destination to settle. Vulnerable people, like low-income households, women with
children, or the elderly, often have no choice but to flee without knowing where they
will end up and without a prospect for a better life. The migration outcome of this
Displacement is generally bad, as they often end up in e.g. urban informal settlements
with risky jobs or they experience gender-based violence and discrimination. Displaced
people have lasting insecurities regarding their basic needs: food, water and hygienics.

Case Study based on:

Islam, M. R., & Shamsuddoha, M. (2017). Socioeconomic consequences of climate induced human displacement and migration in Bangladesh.
International Sociology, 32(3), 277-298. https://doi.org/10.1177/0268580917693173

Islam, M. R., & Hasan, M. (2016). Climate-induced human displacement: A case study of Cyclone Aila in the south-west coastal region of Bangladesh.
Natural Hazards, 81(2), 1051-1071. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-015-2119-6

Saha, C. K. (2015). Dynamics of disaster-induced risk in southwestern coastal Bangladesh: An analysis on tropical Cyclone Aila 2009. Natural Hazards,
75(1), 727-754. https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-014-1343-9


https://doi.org/10.1177/0268580917693173
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-015-2119-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11069-014-1343-9

