Case Study Ghana, Nawdoli District
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The case study looks at four villages in the Nadowli District in Ghanas Upper West
Region. The semi-arid region is characterized by a unimodal rainfall regime. 85% of
the population rely on subsistent agriculture. Since early colonial times, ghanaian
north-south migration in Ghana in the dry season of farm members compensates
lacking job opportunities, food insecurity and varying income. Due to climate change
related higher variability in rainfall and associated dry spells or heavy precipitation in
the rainy season, crop yields and livestock possession currently decline even in the rainy
season, while food prices increase. With this hazard, a shift in lifelihood preferences is
detected. Especially young males of poor and more vulnerable households perceive
rainy-season migration to informal mining sites (galamseys) as more promising. This
form of voluntary migration leads to a risk increase, as work in the mining sites is
dangerous, and the abandoned smallholder households have fewer remaining workers
for harvest.

When young men decide to go to dangerous informal mining sites because there is no
possibility for lifelihood left, is this really a case of adaptive strategy?
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