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Many indigenous pacific island communities have settled in coastal areas with flat
terrain, not only because food acquisition, agriculture and settlement building are
easy there, but also because in some cases colonial and religious authorities
encouraged inland settlers in the past to move to the coast. These indigenous
communities have a strong attachment to place because of cultural or spiritual
reasons. Due to sea-level rise and associated saltwater intrusion or coastal
inundation, they are facing the risk of lifelihood destroyment.

It was shown, that within organised relocation processes, which were planned e.g.
on the island Fiji or Vanuatu, many elderly of the indigenous community showed
higher reluctance for relocation and preferred to stay. They did not want to leave
their birth place or break bonds with their ancestors which are buried there. This
affects their decision to stay and to choose to be voluntarily immobile, even with
grave risk of hazards and risk of death.
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