Case Study USA, Louisiana
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Isle de Jean Charles, a small strip of land on the southern coast of Louisiana, has lost
98% of its land to coastal erosion. The Biloxi-Chitimacha-Choctaw, an Native
American Tribe, was forced by colonial settlers in the past to migrate to this marsh-
island, which has always been exposed to high wind and tidal floods. In last decades
canal dredging by the oil and gas industry have destroyed wetlands that once
absorbed storm surges and several extremely strong Hurricanes as well as the sea
level rise have caused extensive damage.

In 2022, a national institution of the US Army excluded the community from a new
dyke system, because they decided a relocation would be cheaper. A $48.3 million
grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development aided in
purchasing a 208-hectare site in a landlocked area in Louisiana in 2018. By August
2022, 34 families relocated there aiming to preserve cultural identity and reduce
flood risks.

The case of Isle de Jean Charles shows that countries with moderate or low average
vulnerability as the US can have sub-populations with high vulnerability.
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