Case Study Zambia
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Research has shown that poor districts in Zambia have high immobility compared to
wealthier people who are exposed to the same climatic hazards and physical
stresses, but are significantly more likely to migrate. This suggests that trapped
populations are unable to utilise migration as a climate adaptation strategy.

Economic livelihoods in these districts are highly dependent on climate-sensitive
activities such as maize cultivation, making them vulnerable to even small climate
shocks that can undermine livelihoods and reduce the financial resources needed
for migration. Large segments of society may be in a chronic state of immobility
and exposed to the risk of famine and starvation.

Case Study based on: Nawrotzki, R. and J. DeWaard, 2018: Putting trapped populations into place: climate change and inter-district migration flows in
Zambia. Reg. Environ. Change, 18(2), 533-546.



